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Michel Redolfi supplied the music, which was piped into Dartmouth’s Olympic-sized pool.

Immersed in the music

A rare coneert
for Dartmouth

By Brad Pokorny
Globe Staff

'HANOVER. N.H. — First, there
was the four-foot-wide vinyl jeily-
fish, which floated in the center of
the poal, dangling tentacles made

: of breken mirrors and glow-in-the-
dark tape, while peaple swam and
floated around It in Dartmouth Col-
lege’s Olympic-sized pool.

Then, there was the sweeping

_entrance of composer Michel Re-
dolfi himself, who conducted the
underwater cvent - a concert, actu-
ally ~ wearing purple bikini swim-
ming trunks.

And-then there were the con-
certgoers, who drifted and dived
and paddled and frolicked and
snorkeled in the pool's ultrawarm
waler in a stale that, for some, ap-
proached womlr-like bllss.

Finally, there was the music,
which was piped Into the sub-
merged part of the peol, sounding
something llke an off-key. war-
bling sound track to an outer-space
movice performed in a small bath-
room with the sink running. The
musie eould be heard only if the lis-
tener's head was in the water.

The cvening at Dartmouth’s
pool marked the East Coasl debut
of Redolfi's “Sonic Waters.” The
30-year-old French-born cormmposer *
views the underwater symphonics
as an experiment on frontiers of
music. He says his aim s to bring
moderrr music. which he feels is
viewed as harsh and sterile by the
average concertgoer, back inte
some degree of popularity.

As an event, the concert drew
wide Interest. The 150 tickets for
each of the two concerts he gave
Tuesday sold out in the first few
hours of sale a week and a half age. .

*“"We could have sold out elght more *
concerts.” said Jon Appleton;” an®
Dartmouth professor of art and
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Natasha Stanfill listens to the music.
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- technology who sponsored Redolfi's
concerts. They were the second of
thelr kind to be given in the United
States. The first was glven last
summer in the Pacific Ocean near
San Diego.

But to most of the audlence,
Tuesday evening was an enjoyable
lark, a way to escape the subfreez-
ing New Hampshire winter outside
by lounging in a pool heated to 93
degrees, just below body tempera-
ture.

“I like it. It's welrd.” said 13-
year-old Josh Greenberg of Nor-
wich, Vt. “I like the warm water.”

A few, however, viewed Lhe
event as a degradation of the art of
music. "I think It's ghastly,"*said
an area resident who asked not to
be named. “The music is worth-
less. And the idea of listening to it
in a swimming peol is even more
nonsense.” | s

But Redolfl, who teaches at the
University of Callfornia at San
Diego, is quite serlous about. the

whole thing, although he "recog-

nizes and approves of It5 amuse-
ment value: “It's a smooth transi-
tion from research in electrenic
music and trying to have a better
musle relalion with the public,”
Redolfl said in an interview before
the concert Tuesday aflernoon. “its
a centinuation of the trend in the
early 20th century that tried.to
shorlen the distance between the
compoeser, his music and the pub-
lie.™, :

The distance between the com-
poser, his musie and the public
was -indeed short Tuesdaynight.
Redolfl swam in and among his lis-_
teners as they floated in the pool,
Imiersed In sound. Out of the peol,

the music could be heard only as a
faint strain of beeps and whistles
that carried above the spashing
and breathing.

And mest of the people loved the
experience.

“it't great,” said Martha Rich-
ards, a 22-year-old Hanover resi-
dent. "'l think they ought to put one
In everyhody's bathtub.”

"It makes you feel like you are

part of the water,” said Robert Hill, .

a Dartmouth College student from
Rutland, Vi "You feel you like you
could stay under water without
brealhing."

"1 love it.”” sald Mike Whiting, a
Dartmouth sophmore who normal
Iy uses the pool for practice on the

_swim team. "l wish we conid pel
their speaker in here for swim
practice.”

Redolfi used three special low-
voltage underwater speakers he de-
signed with the help of a US Navy
enginecr. Lo pipe the musie directly

- into the water, He said several usu-
sual propertles of underwater lis-
tening combine to give It-a unique
sound.

“The sound waves go through
the water and theugh your skin
like the skin doesn't exist, because
the skin is 80 percent-water,” Re-

dolfi sald. "So it bypasses your ear-
drum and gets right to your bones.
Sa the head transmits the sound to
the Inner ear directly. So we have a
pure signal geing directly to the
brain through the nerve.” -

This makes the sound seem to
surround and engulfl the listener,
Redolfi satd. It also means the
soond comes from all directions. It
is not stercophonic. He sald Navy
enginecrs have studied underwater
sound and known of these proper-
ties for years. but had never con-
sidered applying them. e

“It's sumething that's good for
the body. It's very sensual,” he
said. “The idea of the concert is to
Iel people play with the water and
sound and to Iet people do very per-
sonal things, personal move-
ments.”

Redelli rceelved a swimming
ovation at the end of the concert.
He sald he plans lo continue to Im-
prove and refine the experience un-
til the possibilities for submarine
music are exhausted. “T'm not do-
ing this just for provocation.” he
said, suggesting the future of "Son-
¢ Waters™ could be bright.

*"There are more swimming
pools In the country than concert
halls,” he sald.
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